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SCHOOLGIRLS CAMPAI GNED TO KEEP FILMS IN SI OUX CENTER 

IOWA MDVI[ OATH[ 
Led by clergy, devout Sioux Center votes 

for "no more films" but ban is reversed 
Like all the other clergymen in the quiet little Dutch farm­

ing community of ioux Center, Iowa (pop. 2,000-church­
es, seven) , the Reverend B. J. Ilaan (right) considers movies 
sinful and Hollywood " a hind rance to the Kingdom of God 
and an enemy of Chris t." Las t" eek, according to these lights, 
Satan "on a thumping victory in ioux Center. The town 
council , a fter wa tching a five.month campaign to close it , vot­
ed to let ioux Center's only movie hou~c remain open. 

But since las t December the mo1•ie issue had split the to" n. 
The antimovie faction said films induced immorality, created 
an atmosphere foreign to the church. The promovie group 
pointed out that they " ere devout churchgoers too (fewer 
than 50 townspeople are not) , said it " as betLer to have 
movies at home than send local teen-agers (abot·e) 20 miles 
to see them eh.ewhere. A hitLer campaign \\ aS fought in press 
(next page) and pulpit. Finally in January the town tu rned out 
for a referendum. Results: antimovie, 488 ; promovie, 427. 
Before the theater's license expi red, ho" ever, a 11e" town 
council had been elected. Its five members vo ted four to one 
to ignore the plebiscite and rene'' ed the license fo r one year. 

THEATER, run by the American Legion, is in little-used town hall. 
Thus, clergymen complained, movies seemed community-sponoored. 

REVEREND B. J. HAAN, a hellfire-and·brim­
stone preacher, does not claim to have seen any 

movies but says he knows all about them. Heap­
proves light drinking, smokes, plays golf himself. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 97 



EVERY BABY 

IS A "LUXURY BABY " IN THE NEW 

"VANITY FAIR" FOLDING COACH 

'Who has a better right to vanity than the mother of a 
lovely baby? The gleaming new Tilt\ YER " Vanity Fair" 

is a baby carriage designed for the pride of smart young 

mothers . . . as well as the safety and super-comfort of baby. 

It's a luxury coach at Ius than luxury prices. All the 

famous Thayer features , of course ... shock-proof, sway­
proof chassis, rich upholstery, aluminum push handles 

adjustable to mother's height, safety brakes, self-oiling, 

squeak-proof wheel bearings, plus chrome-plated chassis 

and b1g semi-pneumatic white tires. 

A Thayer Folding Coach saves II'OIIey 

and saves space in a small home or 

apartment, because it may be used as a 

bassinet, simply by removing the hood 

and folding down the handle. Sec the 

new T hayer Coaches at )'Our favorite 

store in your choice oflovel) colors. O r 

send 10¢ for your copy of "PRl~l F.R 

FOR PARENTS", Thayer's gal' gUick to 

baby care. AddreM Tharer, Inc., Dept. 

LM3, Gardner, Mass. ( In Canada, 

address Bruce Stauffer & Co., Ltd., 

Montreal, 25) . 

TH ERE'S A FAMOUS~ FOLDING COACH 

AT A PRICE FOR EVERY BUDGET 

Carriages • Stroller~ • Todd/us • H i· Chairs • Cribs • Training StatJ • Pres·tOt·Pens 

~ MEANS T H E FINES T I N JUVENI LE PRODUCTS 

98 

Iowa Movie Battle c o NTI NUED 

Sin 
Needs 

No 
Encouragement 

VOTE NO! 

The Honor 
of God 

Demands it·· 

VOTE NO! 

ANTI MOVIE ADS clearly labding mo\ies a~ in~trumcnts of the devil ap· 
prared 1hroughout the weel-ly Sioux Center lleus right before la,t Jan uary's 
plehi'icitc. All of them " ere inserted by special1mm~ter.' committee (p. 100). 

MA l N STREET in ioux Center is almost deserted on a unday, when no 
place of hu,ine.,,, not e'en the movie theater,,., open .. early everybody in 
town attend, two 90.minutc church sen icc~. LtFE's photographer w~ ; harply 

nllTRSO \ Y, JANtiAR'I' 1, !!' 

O ne M o re Community Project 
Owr loc:~l pet.loC lhf' \mtrtrlUIIA'It>On lu.t I" Ill Rttt ftOWMmt>I~U •al'ltolak#IWI)'euri~HIUot 

~n':r'!..,. wuulciUUol\llftd tr.plun for C.mmun•tt ~~~~f'·w~~tl;~ :::a·h.~~ .. ~~k~;~,I;.J1~~; 
o ... .-t rf'ft•l c--·•11)' ,.,,..,.rue hu Mota ·~h&..-r.lastu,..t J•Jt• .. ttk wh.lf' w ... .,. lJM-) kad 

the lpoaJOr,.,. of )I~ t"ktara .. S..... (A111tn bHn ..-.U. • • IlK• .,, •ut C. • u 'T'kt ....W _.,. 

llur~nrlhot aa .. mu Montha tt.. <'trit C ub PNM• :::.-:,,~!: ha ... ~-=!.,.·,:~c!t'":~ .. ~~:.. .. , ""'" " ' 
.ttd and aho• td mot.on pl<"turu h1 our M~&nk:lpal p..-IL 
Tlw-lun attrnda!M't" tMn lrMOaattaltd to • t.he Mtd 
f••~ru,..l\dahew••r AIIH"twftl•t~r"''"'Jlhe 
1--a ... II. hvt bdw,p a l"rtll •h•'r • t UJIH1 c. IIHwW a 
._hf.Unhal bv•W,"C" • lnrtl • •II br • f l"t adchU.. to M r 
( &WI\, \\ t t hanl..lfM- Pf'O~ Of lhl1 C'OMNUf111)' fOf" lhfir 
rnthu.t•.l.•lit l)al rofl:llf l' and ••r·m appro' a.! ol our tarc­
fuUy w-lfotlf'd f •l•.1., 

" "aU. • u!lto ac-1.-•kodr t tliw thu.U ef • 
trf'tal •••Mr•f pruU • he " "GM'd thnr •"""if'ria· 
hon to •• f« Pf'*'td••« nrtf..Jlt aupt""ik'd r:ntuU ift· 
Mfllloc.allf, 

w, kMw ltut Mmr 1p(ntual kadrn '"" wt.. opo 
peoM' •-••r~ k•k•l aad libtralaJtO thrlrow• -..,tMu,.bttt 
~ of~ ...,, aftd C"II"IJ art lM ; oana to la~t> • P 
--'•••• .. 4 r ••LRCJU!l.)tl c.dll'f'"' 'lrrftiC1ht.o 
o tfw t tfM- f'UNpk lhf'y art Hlbftl fOf thf' .)IM'IIJ.!tN 
ottllbt'lmmufll17. 

We., .. a .. dufl& 1M propLr of thlt to•" to , .,.,, 
tu wiU. oor ,....krt of •iff- pkturu fM • lc:t ~plr. 

Please Vote IBl YES 

PROMOVI E ADS played on Sioux Center's s trong community spirit. Near· 
I) all ih re-idents are of Dutch e~ traction, say "ja" ins tead of "yes," distrust 
outsider~. Churches are the onl) social subdivisions-no lodges, clubs, Rotary. 

A l 

nt1 
Til 
\\I 
TO 
llC 
\~ 
n 
WI 
Til 

"~ 
n 
(E 
Ol 

ANTIMO\ 
men ,,hom t 
out habitual 

PLE~ 
HON 
l>ear S i• 

Next' 
asked I< 
cision rc 
erican l 
great de. 
of time. 
message 
ex pet t s 
ment . ~~ 
au · 

OPEN LE 
Would stin 
routine ju· 



~r 

• • 

l! 

e de,il ap­
Janlllr ,. 's 

: (p. lUOI. 

ject 
r "u~ 
• .-,had 
~·d ..... , 
•ktC(.IIt 

"f' orh<frp­
U~IIf..l•ul 
o blor liP 
ffU'Ihl" 
... llll•htf 

rit. 11/ .. ar­
" dhtru•t 
'· Rotary 

A PLEA OF 450 FARMERS 
To The Voters of Sim Center 

We The Farmers Can Not Vote .... 
~~ ~:.:~~~:L~Ir-l\;.1~~~~~0 IN TilE ISSUE CONFRONTII"G 

WE. TilE UNDt: RSIGNED, CO:SSIDER SIOUX CEI'o'TER TO DE OIJR TJOME 
TOWN •IS WEU. AS YOURS. SIOUX CE:STER IS OIJR IIO~IE AND TilE 
II O~IE OF OUR CHILDREN AS F,\R AS CIIURCII, BUSINESS, FRIENDS. 
ANDMANYSOCIALACTIVm ESARE CONCERNED. WIJAT llAI' PENS IN 
TilE TOWN DEFINITELY INFLUENCES US AND OIJR CIIILDREN. 
1\EAilEOI'I'O EDTO~IARiliNGTIIECITY OF SIOUX CENTER WlTil A 
TilE.\ TEll WIJICII <I SS \TAN'S TOOL Wt: RELIEVE TO DE A SPllliTUAL 
•IND MOilAL DETRIMENT TO OUR P EOPI. E 
T II EREFOilE WE STJ\0:\'GLY llllGE I'I'ON ALl, Ol 'll FRIENDS IN SIOUX 

EI\'TEil AND ESPECIAI. LY TilE DU SI:-IESS ME!'/ WIIO" WE CONSIDER 
OUil FRIENDS TO GO OUT TO T ilE 1'01,1 .~ IND I'OTE N 1VJ 

NJ::XT TUJ::SDA l ' 0 t~ 

Tht •ho'~ petllion "''" s••n~ by I~ foll~int farmtra : 
~~~::.~ ,-;;~,\ III•NrC'Ir .. ••_,• j G .. "k Jilo.. I'' '• ' - • lO."Io\..._L..,,Jr Jlltnt('•*<•IH•-

~~~~·~,!:~ r::i:~!::::.. t~at·~· ~ ~~:1.:;· ::~;~ ...... ~.,,, i ~;:s::::T=~= 
,.,.._ , ,.,., .. , , ... h. ~"·• r -- ' ' •"-' " -'...,. 1 \ ..,_.... "..., ,.,,.,.,.,,,,. ........... ,. • ..,..,. 
~·rt!.!'.:'.Mo4 lt~.:-'l::·.:.!:. . l ~iE;;:,b~ .. :::~: .. ~. ~~:~.. E~.~z::~~~~:: =~.-:-:.~·~·:.~~, 

ANTI MOVIE PRESSURE from nearby fanners was put on local business­
men whom they patronize. The promo\ie force~ aeew,ed clergymen of routing 
out habitual nonvoters like old people and invalids in order to s~>ing the vote. 

criticized for taking this picture on Sabbath day. Some yelled angrily, " Don' t 
you lnow that it's Sunday?" At left in the picture is Doc's, iou~ Center's 
only bar. It closes before midnight and nothing stronger than beer is sold. 

PLEASE BE FAIR WITH US AND BE 
HONEST WITH YOURSELF--VOTE YES 
Dear Sioux Center Voter : 

hoid"ourselvcs responsrble, and ea r 
Next Tuesday aCternoon you are nestly solicit your active support 

asked to make an important de- next Tuesday. Vote as early in the 
cision for your fr iends in the Am- afternoon as you can. 
erican Legion. We do not have a This is being settled the Ameri­
great deal of money or a great deal can way-Tuesday aCternoon you 
of time and opportunity to get our , can make your choice. 
message to you. We will not have PLEASE BE FAIR WITH US-
expert speakers to sway your judg VOTE "YES" (X)! 
ment . May we therefore have your THE AMERICAN LEGION 
att · nd · jud ·n t · ----G-.---

OPEN LETTER from American Legion appealed to those who claimed theater 
would stimulate business, cut down on juvenile delinquency. There i ~ little 
routine juvenile delinquency in Sioux Center, but a good many ha;, ty weddings. 

CO NT INUED O N N EXT PA GE 

N EVER WAIT! At the first s ign of sore toes 
or tender s pot.s from new or tight shoes, 

apply Dr. Scholl's Zino-pads. They instantly end 
painful sh oe friction, lift pressure off the sensitive 
spot a nd stop corns before they can develop! 

But- if you ha ve corns, callouses or bunions­
these thin, soft, cushioning, protective pads give 
you quick, soothing relief. 

SPEEDILY REMOVE CORNS, CALLOUSES 
You'll marvel, too, how Dr. Scholl's Zino-pads 
speedily remove corns and callouses when used 
with the separate Medications included . No other 
meth od does a ll these things for you! 

Zino-pads are entirely differen t;; in medication, 
design, shape, texture, vastly softer a nd more 
effective than a nything you ever tried. Don't 
stick t o s tocking or come off in bath. At Drug, 
Shoe, D epartment Stores, Toiletry Counters. 

h • 
• The re is a Dr. Scholl Re lief 

for the m. Sold e v e rywhere . 

TENDER FEET 
Dr. Stb.lf s Pm Ptwdtr r~ 
ltcvcs. tender, chafed. hot. 
PttSptran8 feet. Eases new 
or u ghc shoes, helps pre .. 
vent AchJctc's Foot. m ATHLETE'S FOOT 

Dr. Sthotr s S.lux relieves 
icching, ktJis funsi 1t con· 
tacu, aids healing of red, 
,..w, crocked skin. (Liquid, 

. Powder or Oincmcnr). 

HOT, TiltED FEET 

~ 
D!Scholl's 

FALLEN ARCHES 

THERE ARE 40 

Dr. Schotrs l'Ht-H.mr and 
exncisc rdicvcs urcd, ach· 
ing feet, rheumat ic-like foot 
and leg p.110S, due co weak 
or f-allen u chc:s. 

fOOT AIDS 
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Dry Clean 
it Yourself 
with SUPER 

RENUZIT 

Just ''DIP 
and RINSE'' 

IT'S SAFE­
lor home use ! 
• DRESSES • NECKTIES 
• SWEATERS • SCARVES 
• CURTAINS • DRAPERIES 
• FABRIC GLOVES 
• WORK CLOTHES 
• SLIP COVERS • RUGS 
• UPHOLSTERY 

AT LEADING STORES 
fYERYWMEAE 

IINUZIT HOME PRODUCTS CO. PHILA, , , PA. 
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Iowa Movie Battle CONTINUED 

iT 

Ml N ISTERS' COMMITTEE to stop the theater-license renewal i~ hraded 
by the Reverend B. ]. llaan (.~econdfrom left). All but one of tm•n'< mini-tcr' 
are Calvinists. The Dutch addre-s their clt'r~m<:n by the title " Dominit•." 

:r 

. •( .:::.:.. ..... 
BAPTIST C HURCH is the poorest in I his well-to-do Cah ini•t to" n. Alii he 
churches protested so much over a dance held la-,t year that none ha~ been held 
since. Note the many children. Families of 12 arc common in Sioux Center. 

SECRET SESSION of tow·n council met with f ayor Maurice Anthony T e 
Paske (head of table) and renewed license. In spite of plebiscite the council 
felt that closing the theater would create more problems than it would solve. 

fJPt 
Of t~e social grQC65 

Household cleanliness is t h e first 
s•gn of the good home m aker . That 
mcludes toilet bowls-which your 
friends expect will be odorless and 
fresh. Your best friend here is Sani­
Fiush-wbich keeps toilet bowls as 
clean as new. No stains or film a fter 
a Sani-Fiush cleaning. No work­
no other disinfecting needed. 

S3fe in all toilet syst ems-works in 
hard or soft water. At grocers' every­
where. Two sizes. The 
Hygienic Products 
Co., Canton 2, Ohio. 

GET 

TWO CANS 

AT A TIME 

26,000,000 Ame ricans now read 

LIFE every week. This represen·s 

an increase of 1 5o/o over LIFE's 

previous weekly re adership of 

22,550,000 . 

Save Time 
and Labor with a 

MoNT AM oWER 
:\ ew moch:l. X ew type mttal bandit b:d 

1~cial dt\,t't to adjust tutli.ng he1ght ._ Dnve shaft now 
mountHJ on frte rolling. ractory Jubncsttd, sealtd ~U 
bf.annltL N 0 tared bat:_b or adung arms. s} .. Jbe. uYe 
prtcwoo made mechamsm that first gathers. then tu\.1 
amoothly a clean 16"' swath through gra5. dandelions. 
~ke Rra.ss. lawn wef'Cb. No nowe or ebtttr. Aa modem 
and tffitttnt a.s )'Our tltclrie razor. Cuts ngbt up to "!_1~ 
ftncnr. treo or pc»ts; lt3vn no frm~ts to be tnmOKU 
by hand. Cutttro sel! .. ~wp<ru"ll· llu•lt 1o Lut m>IIY 
)'fVI. Many thousands 10 use. ~ld d1rtet from {adM)' 
for 26 )'tan. Costa httlt. Wntt at onee for tnal .on 
your . own lawn "approval offer," guarantee inlormattoa 
and literature. 

MONTAMOWER DISTRIBUTING CO. 
8 01 Keeler lldg. GltAND ltAPtDS 2, MICIL 
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